Proposed Bylaw Amendment

	Current Bylaw
	Proposed Amendment
(underline changes)
	Rationale*

	Article V. House of Delegates

Section 6. Powers and Duties. The House of Delegates shall be the legislative body of AHIMA. The House of Delegates shall have the power to:

A. Approve the standards governing the profession, including: 

· the AHIMA Code of Ethics, 

· How to Interpret the Code of Ethics, 

· the Standards for Initial Certification, 

· the Standards for Maintenance of Certification 

· the Standards for Health Information Management Baccalaureate Degree 

· the Standards for Health Information Management Associate Degree
	Article V. House of Delegates

Section 6. Powers and Duties. The House of Delegates shall be the legislative body of AHIMA. The House of Delegates shall have the power to:

B. Approve the standards governing the profession, including: 

· the AHIMA Code of Ethics, 

· How to Interpret the Code of Ethics, 

· the Standards for Initial Certification, 

· the Standards for Maintenance of Certification 

· the Standards for Health Information Management Baccalaureate Degree 

· the Standards for Health Information Management Associate Degree 
	AHIMA seeks recognition of the Commission for Accreditation of Health Informatics and Information Management (“CAHIIM”) by The Council for Higher Education Accreditation (“CHEA”).  

CHEA Eligibility Standard G provides that an organization seeking accreditation must demonstrate “independence from any parent entity, or sponsoring entity for the conduct of accreditation activities and determination of accreditation status.”

On the basis of the foregoing, we have determined that CAHIIM must establish accreditation standards for health information management baccalaureate and associate degrees without final approval from the House of Delegates in order to be eligible for CHEA recognition.  Accordingly, it is necessary to transfer final authority for approval of the standards for the health information management baccalaureate degree and the health information management associate degree from the House of Delegates to CAHIIM.


	Article X, Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education.

Section 1 Purpose.  
The Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education shall exist to serve the public by establishing and enforcing standards for the educational preparation of health informatics and information management professionals by recognizing educational programs that meet these standards.
	Article X, Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education.

Section 1 Purpose.  

The Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education shall exist to serve the public by establishing and enforcing standards for the educational preparation of health informatics and information management professionals by recognizing educational programs that meet these standards.   The Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education shall exist as an independent body and shall maintain autonomy in the conduct of its activities, including, without limitation, all standard-setting and accreditation activities related to health informatics and health information management degree-granting programs.
	This change clarifies that CAHIIM is to conduct its activities, including its standard-setting activities related to health informatics and health information management degree-granting programs, as an independent division of AHIMA.

	Article X, Section 2. Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education.  
The Commission on Accreditation for Health Information Management Education has sole and independent authority in all matters pertaining to accreditation of educational programs, including, but not limited to standard setting, establishment of fees, finances and administration.
	Article X, Section 2. Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education.  
The Commission on Accreditation for Health Information Management Education has sole and independent authority in all matters pertaining to accreditation of educational programs, including, but not limited to standard setting, establishing standards for the health informatics and health information management degree-granting programs, establishment of fees, oversight of finances and administration.
	In accordance with the explanation above, this change explicitly provides that CAHIIM shall have the authority to establish standards for health informatics and health information management degree-granting programs.  CHEA requires independent oversight of finances and administration.


* does the bylaws amendment support the AHIMA Mission, how does it impact the profession, existing programs or CSAs, does the proposed amendment generate expense and/or revenue? 
December 2, 2007

Proposed by the Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education 

Supported by the Board of Directors

























































