
Presidentõs Message 

MHIMA  an affiliate of AHIMA-American Health Information Management Association 

 
MHIMA Vision:  

MHIMA will dedicate 

efforts and resources to 

serving members by 
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visibility of the health 

information 

management profession 

through education, 
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advocacy. 

Wow!  Itôs hard to believe that another month has flown by.  Is anyone else tired of winter?  
Here we are in March, the month where winter and spring battle each other for control of 
our environment.  Last Saturday, I was doing yard work in short sleeves enjoying the 70 
degree weather.  By Wednesday of this week, we are expecting highs in the low 30ôs, as 
winter takes one more (hopefully, itôs last) stab at controlling our weather.  At least the 
warm days are continuously getting warmer and the cold days arenôt as cold as they were 
last month.  The Cardinals and the Royals are in the middle of spring training; soon we will 
have baseball back.  Both teams have improved themselves in the off season; hopefully, it 
will be a good year for me and my fellow baseball junkies. 

 

With March comes AHIMA Winter Team Talks.  MHIMA will have 2 delegates attending 
Team Talks in Las Vegas on the 12th; the other 3 delegates will attend Team Talks later 
this month in Washington, D.C., in conjunction with Hill Day. 

 

By the time you receive this, the MHIMA ballot should be available at our web site.  
Please take the time to read the candidateôs bioôs and cast your vote.  The Nominating 
Committee, chaired by Nancy Mueller, has done a great job bringing us an excellent slate 
of candidates.  The Annual Meeting Committee is still diligently working to finalize 
arrangements for our meeting at the end of April.  Registration is open now; there is a link 
on the main page of our web site (www.mohima.org) that will take you to registration, and 
also on the Calendar of Events on page 8 of this monthôs e-Alert. 

 

I hope you enjoy this monthôs edition of our newsletter; we have quite a bit of information 
to share with you.  Remember to vote, and if at all possible, register for the Annual 
Meeting and join us at the Lake.  I know times are tough and many facilities have cut back 
or eliminated spending on education, but we have a good agenda this year and have 
some really good speakers coming to share their knowledge with us. 

 

Always remember, you canôt change the direction of the wind, but you can adjust your 
sails so you always reach your destination. 

 

                                                                                                              Jeff McGraw, RHIT 

                                                                                                               President 
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Update Your AHIMA Profile for a Chance to Win! 

Having an updated and accurate AHIMA profile makes you a winner on 
many fronts, but if you update your profile by March 31, you will be 
entered into a drawing to win either an iPod Touch or a $100 American 
Express gift check.  

Go to update profile and make sure that all your information is current so 
that AHIMA can do their best to tailor communications to your interests 
and accurately represent current trends among the membership and the 
industry. 

Follow the link to update your profile:  

https://secure.ahima.org/profile/Login.aspx 
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AHIMA Kicks Off  Congressional Educational Plan 

After an action-packed beginning to the 111th Congress with the passage of the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, AHIMA is kicking off a new education 
campaign.  

This week, AHIMAôs Policy and Government Relations office sent an introductory 
letter to all members of the US House of Representatives and the US Senate. In 
addition, AHIMAôs component state associations were supplied with draft letters to 
forward to each of their stateôs congressional delegations and a general letter is 
available on the AHIMA Advocacy Assistant for AHIMA members to send to their 
own members of Congress and Senators. These letters are in an editable format 
so that you can personalize them to make them more applicable to your own 
environment and situations.  

If you have any questions about this introductory campaign, contact AHIMAôs 
Director of Government Relations,  

Don Asmonga at Don.Asmonga@ahima.org. 

Health Information Privacy and Security Week Planning Toolkit Now Available 

Health information is vital to the delivery of care, and so is keeping it 
secure. Join us as we observe Health Information Privacy and 
Security Week, April 12ð18. This annual event is sponsored by 
AHIMA to raise awareness among healthcare professionals, their 
employers, and the public of the importance of protecting the privacy, 
confidentiality, and security of personal health information.  

This yearôs theme is ñProtecting InformationðItôs a Top Priority,ò and 
we have prepared a kit to help you plan your week. Access the kit on-
line at www.ahima.org . 

 

Health Information Privacy and Security Week logo courtesy of Bells 
International, Inc. 
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